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ST BARNABAS’ C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Teaching & Learning Committee  
held on Tuesday 10th March 2020 at 4pm 
 
Present: Karen Boardman (Headteacher) 

Philip Hassall 
Anne Williamson (Chair) 

Hannah Denley 
 
 
 

In Attendance: Maria Riley (Governance Support Officer / Clerk) 
Eileen Connolly- Deputy Headteacher (from 4pm – 4.45pm) 
Daniel Wilkinson (awaiting Foundation governor appointment)  
 

  Action 

1.  Welcome, Apologies for Absence, Consents and Declarations of Interest 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and introduced Daniel Wilkinson to the governors, who was 
awaiting his official Foundation governor appointment. There were no apologies or declarations of 
interest.  
 

 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th January 2020 
Previously distributed. The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and 
were signed by the Chair. 
 

 

3.  Matters Arising and Action Plan 

 Action Who Completed? 

1. The Headteacher agreed to add the 
calculation policy to the website. 
 

HT Carried forward. 

2. Ms Curry and the Headteacher agreed to 
email the Diocese to see if they had any RE 
resources they could borrow. 
 

HT/SC Carried forward. 

3. The clerk to look for any model TOR for the 
Teaching & Learning committee and send to 
the Headteacher. 

Clerk Completed 

 
 

 
 

HT 
 
 
 

HT/SC 

4.  PE Action Plan  
The Headteacher reported the school received a PE grant which was spent on a PE specialist working 
with teachers to upskill them in delivering PE and offering a range of sports. The PE specialist also led 
after school sports clubs and the grant paid for specialist PE equipment.  The Chair queried if the 
specialist teacher had any specialist knowledge for working with SEND children, the Deputy 
Headteacher responded the PE specialist was a teacher and would differentiate as other teachers 
would. The Headteacher added the grant also covered dance lessons for each year group which was 
good for their creativity and mental health and the success criteria’s were evaluated each year.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

5. English Action Plan and Subject Leaders Report – Presented by Eileen Connolly 
Previously Distributed 
English Action Plan 
The Deputy Headteacher reported they had evaluated the outcomes in the report as follows:  
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The progress of children in reading 
In autumn two 71% had been on track according to the FFT and they had predicated 75% would be 
securely on track to reach their targets by the end of the year. Year 2 and Year 4 attainment had 
dipped but Year 2 had increased their attainment recently. The Chair challenged how the staff could 
make sure reading was consistent through school, the Deputy Headteacher responded all staff were 
being consistent with the vocabulary displayed in classrooms and from monitoring books they could 
see all children are self-editing. The Chair questioned if they needed more volunteer readers in 
school, the Deputy Headteacher stated they had a number of volunteers and KS1 had altered their 
guided reading times to allow more adults to listen to pupils read. A governor highlighted 71% on 
track in the autumn term was good but challenged was the extra 4% achievable. The Deputy 
Headteacher confirmed it was achievable due to the changes made and increasing parental 
engagement. Year 1, Year 3 and Year 5 cohorts had 18 pupils with higher attainment, this had risen to 
22 pupils.  
 
The Progress of children in writing 
The Deputy Headteacher highlighted the target for pupils meeting age related expectations was 65%, 
currently this was at 63%. The Chair queried were staff preparing the pupils for exams, the Deputy 
Headteacher replied teaching exam techniques was important also and the benefits of pupils being 
immersed in the topics had been shown through the improvements in their writing. The Chair asked if 
the children were writing more as a result of the topic work, the Deputy Headteacher confirmed they 
were writing in a more purposeful way and the content was richer in vocabulary. A staff governor 
added the children were choosing to write more in the areas of provision in KS1. The Headteacher 
suggested the Deputy Headteacher added more evaluations in the report as they had put so much in 
place for the pupils.  
 
English Subject Leaders Report 
The Deputy Headteacher explained there were lots of positive results and good work seen from the 
learning walks around school. The Chair questioned if the staff would see the report, the Deputy 
Headteacher responded they would hold a staff meeting to discuss it. The Chair queried if the phase 
leaders worked with subject leads on the report, the Deputy Headteacher replied as this was the first 
time completing the reports subject leads have completed them independently and would feedback 
to phase leaders and staff. The Headteacher added the KS1 team were planning to meet as a phase to 
look at marking and editing. The Chair suggested link governors could look at this report before 
visiting school, the Headteacher agreed to add the report to google drive for governors to access. 
 
The Chair commented the Year 6 data for Pupil Premium (PP) children was good and could this be 
applied to other year groups, the Headteacher responded results were very much dependent on the 
individual child and Year 6 had been targeted with resources and high quality teaching. A governor 
challenged what the biggest area of concern was in English, the Deputy Headteacher responded they 
were focusing on reading but writing was also an area for concern including vocabulary and spelling 
and giving the children the opportunity for purposeful writing. The governor further challenged was 
the Deputy Headteacher confident the actions were being addressed in these areas, the Deputy 
Headteacher responded they were confident and writing and editing was taking place in all year 
groups.  
 
The Chair thanked the Deputy Headteacher for the English update.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HT 

6.  SEN Action Plan– Presented by Eileen Connolly 
Previously Distributed 
The Deputy Headteacher highlighted one of the Ofsted targets had been to improve the parent’s 
perception of SEND in school which they had been working on through evaluating Individual Learning 
Plans (ILPs) in conjunction with parents termly and staff have been using the resources they have 
needed for any SEND pupils in their class.  She added the parents would be given a questionnaire to 
complete on SEND and the staff would follow up any responses. All parents had attended a specific 
meeting with teachers to discuss progress and pupil voice.  
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The Deputy Headteacher reported Year 3 pupils were making good progress in their phonics and 
select pupils had been attending Year 2 phonics for catch up sessions. The staff had spent time on 
personalised curriculum for those pupils who needed them and Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
(SEMH) for pupils was being addressed in school. The Chair highlighted getting the balance right for 
these children had benefits for everyone in school. The Headteacher agreed and added they needed 
parents to see the strategies being put in place for certain children were needed.  
 
The Chair thanked the Deputy Headteacher for the changes and improvements seen in SEND.  
 
4.45pm – The Deputy Headteacher left the meeting and the staff governor left the meeting for a few minutes. 

 

7.  Maths Subject Leader’s Report– Presented by Karen Boardman 
Previously Distributed 
The Headteacher explained the report had been broken down into classes, strengths and weaknesses. 
The Chair queried if the report had been followed up with staff, the Headteacher responded there 
had not been as many phase leader meetings as planned due to a variety of reasons. A governor 
commented the English report was very easy to read and the numbers were easy to select, he 
suggested using it as best practice for other reports in school, the Headteacher agreed.  
 
A governor challenged what the biggest concern was in maths in school, the Headteacher responded 
pupils retaining the information particularly number bonds and the basics in maths. She added the 
Year 5 cohort were the biggest area of concern from the year groups, a governor challenged what was 
in place for Year 5. The Headteacher replied the Year 5 teacher had interventions in place during 
assemblies and play times and they were working with them whenever they could. The Headteacher 
highlighted the Maths lead in school had led demonstration lessons which teachers had been able to 
access and the staff governor added they had been supported by the Maths lead across school.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8. SRHE (Sex, Relationships and Health Education) Update 
The Headteacher explained SRHE was statutory from September 2020 and parents could opt out of 
the sex education section. The Personal, Social, Health and Emotional (PSHE) lead and the 
Headteacher had attended training which had suggested the school consulted with parents on what 
the subject would be called. The Heartsmart resource the school currently used could still continue as 
it fitted the new requirements but they needed to evidence learning in this area. Sex Education would 
be planned for each individual year groups and parents would be consulted and see resources before 
it was taught. The staff would teach all areas and it would need to be embedded in the curriculum.  
 
The Chair queried of there were any resources they could access from Hob Moors Oaks for the 
children with additional needs, the Headteacher responded they could look into separate sessions for 
those children who may need them and there would be a policy for governors to approve.  
 

 

9. Policies 

None. 

 

10. Any Other Business 
None. 

 

 

11. Date and time of next meetings: 
Changed to Tuesday 16th June 2020 at 4pm. The clerk will send a reminder email to all T&L governors 
with the new date.  

 
Clerk 

 
 

   The meeting closed at 5.05pm 
 
   APPROVED     16th June 2020 

Ann Williamson (Chair)  Date 
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ST BARNABAS’ C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Action Plan following the Meeting of the Teaching & Learning Committee held on 10th March 2020 
 

Action Item  Person Date 

1. The Headteacher agreed to add the calculation policy to the website 
(carried forward from 13.01.2020) 
 

3 Head 
By the 

next T&L 

2. Ms Curry and the Headteacher agreed to email the Diocese to see if they 
had any RE resources they could borrow. 
(carried forward from 13.01.2020) 
 

3 Head/SC 
By the 

next T&L 

3. The Headteacher agreed to add the English Subject Leads Report to 
google drive for governors to access. 

5 HT 
By the 

next T&L 

4. The clerk will send a reminder email to all T&L governors with the new 
meeting date-16th June 2020 at 4pm. 

11 Clerk ASAP 

 
Items for the next T&L meeting: 

 
Items for the next FGB: 
 
 


