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National Changes
 From September 2015, schools will no longer be assessing
using ‘levels’.
 Old levels began with with level 1. By the end of Year 2
children were expected to reach Level 2B and they were
expected to reach Level 4 by the end of Year 6.
 In summer 2016, children nationally will be assessed
differently, without using levels. This information has been
shared with parents of Year 2 and Year 6 already.

Why change?
 The National Curriculum changed from September 2014. The
old levels don’t fit with the new National Curriculum.
 The new National Curriculum focuses on skills and
knowledge that children are expected to have in each year
group.
 The expectations of the new National Curriculum are higher
than those in the old curriculum.
 We want teachers, children and parents to be clearer about
what children can do now and what they need to learn next.

Main changes to the National Curriculum

How are we assessing now?
Reading, Writing, Maths Y1-Y6
 We are assessing what children can do against the year
group objectives of the National Curriculum.
 In writing and maths we are using a system called
‘Assertive Mentoring’. In reading we are using ‘Big
Reading’.
 Each child has an individual record sheet recording what
they can do at different stages in the year.
 Children progress through ‘Stages’ as they go through
school which are linked to the year group objectives. For
example Stage 2 contains the objectives in the Year 2
curriculum.

 Children are being assessed continually through the work they do
in lessons– this has always been the case! Teachers use this
information to plan the next step of learning for each child.
 In addition, children regularly do pieces of writing without help,
maths skills checks, half termly maths tests, weekly spelling checks
and grammar checks (Grammar Hammer).
 Teachers use all this information to work out what your child can
do confidently.
 Each term, your child’s individual record sheet will be updated
using this information.
 At the end of the year children will be assessed against the year
group’s objectives: ‘Emerging’, ‘Developing’, ‘Securing’ or whether
they are ‘Ready for the next year’s objectives (S+).

 Some children are working on and being assessed against
objectives that are below the objectives for their year group. This is
because all children learn at different rates and also because it is
now harder to reach the expected year group objectives than it
used to be.
 For example, your child might be in Year 5. Their record sheets
might show they are working on Stage 3 (Year 3) objectives.
 Some children may have achieved the objectives for their year. We
will be working on deeping their understanding rather than just
moving on to the next year’s objectives.
 It is important that as many children as possible achieve the correct
year group objectives and we are working to help children to
‘catch up’ to this. We hope that parents will support this at home
too.

What will I see at Parent’s Evening?
Each child has a red ‘I AM…’ file.

This contains their
 Learning review sheets (what they have got better at and
targets for the term) – copy given to parents
 Individual record sheets for reading, writing and maths
 Maths skills checks and maths half termly tests
 Grammar Hammar checks
 Other individual assessments if relevant e.g. phonic
assessments
This file will be with your child’s books at Parents’ Evening. This is a
very new system so there may be slight differences in contents for
different classes.

What do the pupil record sheets look like?

What do the maths and grammar skills checks look
like?

Spelling

Other subjects
Science
Computing
Religious Education
Art & Design
Physical Education
History
Geography
Music
Spanish

These subjects are being
continually assessed through
children’s the ‘topic’ work
against the year group
expectations.
Written topic work is recorded
in the ‘Writing Books’.
We are working on the ways
that we assess these subjects.

Early Years Foundation
The EYFS curriculum is made up of 17
Stage
areas of learning
Communication and language development

Understanding of the world

Listening and attention
Understanding
Speaking

People and communities
The world
Technology

Physical development

Expressive arts and design

Moving and handling
Health and self-care

Exploring and using media and materials
Being imaginative

Personal, social and emotional development
Self-confidence and self-awareness
Managing feelings and behaviour
Making relationships

Literacy
Reading
Writing

Mathematics development
Numbers
Shape, space and measures

Teachers are continually assessing children’s
development in these areas. Many
assesments/observations are recorded
electronically, some are recorded in individual
children’s files along with pieces of independent
work
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Statutory Assessment
At the end of the year reception children are
assessed as ‘Emerging’, ‘Expected’, or ‘Exceeded’
each area.
If they reach the ‘Expected’ or ‘Exceeded’ level for
the 12 areas in red they are said to have a ‘Good
Level of Development’.

Statutory Assessment
Year 1 Phonics Screening
• Children in Year 1 sit a phonics screeening check in
June.
• This is done 1 to 1 with their teacher.
• Children are given 40 real or ‘alien’ words to read
which contain phonemes from phase 3,4,and 5.
• The pass mark is usually around 32/40.
• It only tests phonic skills

Statutory Assessment Year 2 (May)
 Children are assessed in maths, reading, writing, science,
spelling and grammar.
 Assessment is done through teacher assessment but the
children have to do tests which forms part of this
assessment:
Reading Comprehension
Maths arithmetic
Maths problem solving
Grammar, punctuation and spelling
These are done in the classrooms. We ensure the children are
well prepared and do not worry about them.

Statutory Assessment Year 6 (May)
 Children are assessed in maths, reading, writing, science,
spelling, punctuation and grammar.
 Assessment is done through teacher assessment for writing
and science and through formal tests for :
Reading Comprehension
Maths arithmetic
Maths problem solving
Grammar, punctuation and spelling
These are done in the hall. We ensure the children are well
prepared and do not worry about them.
This is the first year these Year 2 and Year 6 tests are being
used to assess the new National Curriculum.

Further Information
 Government guidance is changing frequently at the moment.
We will continue to adapt our arrangements as needed and
keep you updated.
 Specific Parent Information sessions about aspects of the
new National Curriculum (especially maths and spelling) will
be held later this year. We aim to show you some of the new
expectations through the Parents in Class sessions.
 More information about the new National Curriculum can be
found on our website – About Us – Our Curriculum.

Any questions?

Thank you for coming!

